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Abstract

The migration of rural youth to cities, along with the increasing average age of the agricultural
workforce, poses significant challenges to the future of human resources in the agricultural sector of rural
areas. As one of the most vital forms of human capital, rural youth make up a substantial portion of the
rural population and workforce. They serve as a crucial working force in improving the economic and
social conditions of rural families and are considered potential assets for transforming villages from their
current undesirable state to a desirable one. The present study aimed to investigate the factors influencing
the tendency of rural youth to migrate to cities using a meta-analysis method. The statistical population
comprised 41 scientific-research articles published in domestic journals. The meta-analysis results
identified a total of 20 factors affecting rural youth's migration tendency. Based on variable frequency, the
most significant factors include the availability of more welfare, healthcare, and recreational facilities in
cities (frequency: 25), finding suitable employment in cities (frequency: 18), achieving higher income in
cities (frequency: 17), higher wages in cities compared to villages (frequency: 16), and possessing higher
university education (frequency: 14).
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Table 2. Meta-analysis of studies related to factors affecting rural youth's tendency to migrate to the city
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