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Abstract

In recent years, rural entrepreneurship has emerged as a key strategy for promoting the economic and
social development of rural areas in both developed and developing countries. Studies indicate that self-
employment is the fastest-growing segment of the agricultural sector in rural communities. This study
aimed to investigate the factors influencing the development of entrepreneurial businesses among rural
women in Kermanshah County, Iran. A total of 125 rural women entrepreneurs were identified, from
whom 92 actively engaged entrepreneurs were selected through a census method. Data were collected using
a researcher-designed questionnaire. The content validity of the instrument was confirmed by experts in
women’s entrepreneurship, rural development, and faculty members from the Department of Agricultural
Extension and Rural Development at Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan. Cronbach’s alpha was used to
assess the reliability of the questionnaire. Data analysis was performed using SPSS version 22 and
exploratory factor analysis. The findings revealed seven key factors contributing to the enhancement of
rural women’s entrepreneurial activities: (1) personality traits, (2) socio-cultural factors, (3) family-related
conditions, (4) educational and informational resources, (5) economic conditions, (6) institutional and
organizational support, and (7) access to credit. Despite the global challenges surrounding women's
employment, the study highlights that these challenges are even more pronounced in Iran. Interestingly,
historical, cultural, legal, and social texts reviewed in the literature do not explicitly reflect any formal
barriers to women’s employment, suggesting a gap between documented frameworks and practical

realities.
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Table 1: Frequency distribution of rural women entrepreneurs by age, education level, and field of activity.
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Table 2 : KMO coefficient and Bartlett's test for factors affecting rural women entrepreneurs
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Table 3 : Eigenvalues and percentage of explained variance
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Table 4: Variables and underlying items
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Figure 1: Empirical model of factors affecting rural women's entrepreneurship in the villages of Kermanshah County
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